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Combatting Labor Trafficking in the Agricultural Sector
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The McCain Institute
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The Buffett-McCain Institute Initiative

to Combat Modern Slavery

End labor trafficking and severe forms of labor exploitation in the agricultural sector in the United States.
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Texas Agricultural Sector Pilot

Geospatial Analysis of Need and Risk:

56,401 farms

are spending

$1,544,572,000

to employ
160,392

farmworkers
per year

Public Databases

e US Census

OSHA

e USDOL Wage and Hour
Division

e Texas Department of Housing
and Community Affairs

e DOJ Office for Victims of
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Total Number of non-Migrant, non-Contract Hires 2012
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Proportional Representation of Sums Spent on Contract Labor 2012
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Hidalgo County at #1 with

$43 Million / year 1}
N
0 4590 180 270 360 “’<¢>E
Source: 2012 Agricultural Census O \iles S

Analysis: Gonzalo Martinez de Vedia

6



10/20/21

Source: DOL H2A Disclosure Data
Analysis: Gonzalo Martinez de Vedia
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H-2A Worker Arrivals and Departures per Month (Texas, statewide)
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OSHA Ag-Related Inspections by Type 2000-2018
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USDOL WHD Records
Weighed by Violation Count
per Worksite
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Active Migrant Labor Facilities Licensed in Texas (2018)
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Number of Human Trafficking Task Forces Present
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Number of Human Trafficking Task Forces Present
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Build Law Enforcement Capacity to

Identify and Investigate Cases

Finding: Training programs were effective at increasing knowledge.

Buffett-McCain Institute Initiative to Combat Modern Slavery
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Law Enforcement Test
Figure 2. Change in knowledge about human trafficking
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Buffett-McCain Institute Initiative to Combat Modern Slavery

DA's office will create a Human

e T T e Trafﬁgqug Unit to address labor
exploitation

System S

Pursue Perpetrators

Finding: Partnerships with local

organizations help reach a larger
audience and have the potential

to build stronger cases.

Hidalgo County Criminal
announced the grant at the Decer
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Empower Farmworkers

Finding: Those who know their rights are less likely to have them violated.

Photo Credit: Encami Pindado :
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San Antonio
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Houston

19

Farmworker Survey

25% pay withheld
249 bait and switch

| 13% documents withheld
| 12% pay goes to someone else
129% threats of violence

23% middleperson controls payment
| 23% made to feel scared / unsafe
| 17% coached to lie about age or work

9% deductions for transportation, food, or shelter
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Labor Trafficking Data Partnership

Count of Records by Requested_begin_date

Count of Mousing_aty by Mousing_city and Frequency_of_pay

FREQUENCY_OF

The McCain Institute
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Labor Trafficking Data Partnership |

Count of Records by Housing_state and Case,_status

CASE_STATUS

Count of Records by Worksite_state and Housing._state

HOUSING STATE

WIOMNG  WICONSIN  WESTVIRGL.  WASHINGT..  VIRGINA VERMONT uTan Tos TINMESSEE  SOUTHOAK.. SOUTHCAR.. AMODESL. PUCRTORICO PINNSTLVA. ORCGON
WORKSITE_STATE Courn Couen Cown Cowen Cown Cowen Cownt Cownt Cown Cownt Cownt Cownt Cownt Cownt Cownt
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Secure Justice for Victims

Finding: Supporting local organizations helped increase
capacity to identify and secure justice for victims.

Legal Aid:
- Civil litigation
- T-Visa Applications
-  Financial restitution

Comprehensive casework:
Housing
Food
Physical healthcare
Mental healthcare

Finding: The Initiative helped
increase the reach of local
task forces through patient
relationship building.

Increase Coordination to Amplify Resources
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Improve Employer Practices

Finding: Building
consumer awareness is
necessary to create
pressure on growers to
reform.

Public Opinion Survey

Figure 17. Percent of respondents answering each true/false question correctly
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Human trafficking Human trafficking Human trafficking Human trafficking  You cannot be
doesnotrequire doesnotalways involvesmostly isanotherword trafficked if you

movement across require threats of illegal immigrants for human knowlingly
state or national or actual physical smuggling entered the U.S.
borders harm illegally.

26

13



10/20/21

Create a Public Mandate

Finding: Investigative
journalism has the potential to
create a public mandate for
fair labor standards over time.

Buffett-McCain Institute Initiative to Combat Modern Slavery

Nationwide Assessment: Top Challenges

TOP CHALLENGES NAMED BY 295 STAKEHOLDERS

TRAINING

PERSONNEL

COORDINATION

HOUSING

VICTIM SERVICES

FUNDING FOR RESOURCES
WORKING WITH VICTIMS
INVESTIGATION ANALYTICAL ASSISTANCE
LEGAL REQUIREMENTS
COOPERATION AMONG VICTIMS
TIME MANAGEMENT

IMPACTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT
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Nationwide Assessment: Findings

OUR FINDINGS AT A GLANCE

® 1. INCONSISTENT COORDINATION AND
("] COLLABORATION ACROSS HUMAN

2 2 2 TRAFFICKING COMMUNITY 4. LAW ENFORCEMENT REQUIRES

!osao THE SUPPORT OF VICTIM SERVICE
&F&ANS  PROVIDERS

@;\ 2. LIMITED DEDICATED AND EXPERIENCED
PERSONNEL TO ADDRESS THE
:xi COMPLEXITY OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING SR, 5. LIMITED VIEW INTO HUMAN
@ﬁ.i TRAFFICKING TRENDS AND NETWORKS

|

3. LIMITED OPPORTUNITIES FOR

)
¥\
%:_‘Al ADVANCED TRAINING
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